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A WORD FROM OUR EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR......
Partnerships abound!!!
We are very happy to publish our second CIS/FC Board & Collaborative
E-Newsletter and I thank each of you that sent an update this month. I’m
sure you are facing challenges with delivering information within your
community. Often struggles come from only having one audience and
one way to share updates about programs and new services. Please
think of our E-Newsletter as another way to “advertise” your programs
and services. Our goal is for these digital newsletters and our CIS/FC
Facebook presence to continue connecting our families and
organizations to local resources during our observance of practicing
social distancing.
As you can see from this edition, CIS/FC staff and
programs are fully up and running and I could not be
prouder of each team member! The level of effort and
commitment I witness being delivered to our students
and their families is quite inspiring.

Each of you is a

On a personal note….My husband,
Jamie and I found out we are going

Wonder Woman every day!

to be grandparents! We are very
Our next issue will be published electronically in January
2021. All content needs to be sent to Gretchen Tuck at
gtuck@bleckleyschools.org. Please send flyers in a PNG
format, if possible. We look forward to partnering with
you in the months ahead.

Cochran-Bleckley County

citizens are generous with their resources and we are
honored to serve alongside you!

excited and blessed to have this next
chapter begin to unfold in our lives.
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THE ACE CLUB-21ST CCLC UPDATE
by Michelle Miller-21st CCLC Family Service
Site Coordinator
What a great first nine weeks for 21st Century/ACE
Club! Our students are working hard after school on
study skills, homework, math skills, and language arts.
Attendance

has

been

amazingly

high

and

our

enrollment is steadily increasing each week. All of our
students, teachers, tutors, and paraprofessionals have
done an excellent job in getting this new school year
off to a wonderful start. In this edition, I would like to
feature our Kindergarten class. Our teachers this year
for Kindergarten are super excited about helping our

Michelle Miller
21st CCLC Family Service
Site Coordinator

students succeed in the classroom and beyond.
"We utilize lots of music and
movement centers and games
to practice skills in novel ways."

MEET OUR AWESOME 21ST CCLC KINDERGARTEN
TEACHERS!
MS. DEE YEARTY AND MRS. ERIN LODEN!
A little note from their hearts.......

Ms. DeeYearty

Mrs. Erin Loden

The year is off to a great start for Kindergarten 21st
Century. When approaching the start of the new year,
we knew we wanted to focus on building an engaging
and fun learning environment and develop a sense of
community. We utilize lots of music and movement
centers and games to practice skills in fun and novel
ways. We also prioritize relationships by helping each
student see him or herself as capable, valued, and
successful. We started having a 21st Century Student
of the Week to encourage good behavior and each
student working to the best of their ability. At the
beginning of the year, many students were not engaged
and were easily discouraged. We heard, “I can’t”, or “ I
don’t know how to read” over and over again. We have
worked hard to help our students see that they are
capable and we are there to support and guide them.
We provide opportunities for success while teaching
the value to be found in making mistakes and working
through hard things. Every week we learn more about
our students. We love watching their confidence grow
and seeing all the progress they are making as they are
becoming a little class family. We love their laughs
while singing favorite songs and watching their eyes
light up after mastering a skill they have learned. We
are not the only ones noticing their gains. Another
teacher stopped me in the hallway to comment on the
improvements in some of the students. We also have a
21st Century Google Classroom that we have been
using from the beginning. All of the learning songs,
web links, and Google slide activities are saved to be a
resource for possible quarantine or school closures.
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RURAL HEALTH NETWORK DEVELOPMENT
SCHOOL BASED HEALTH CENTER UPDATE
Written by: Mrs. Regina Smith
RHND Regional Director
Your Rural Health Team has been extremely busy
since the beginning of school in Bleckley, Dodge,
Tattnall and Turner Counties. Our request for a No
Cost

Extension

through

June

30,

2021

was

successfully submitted and approved. Since then
we have been working diligently to continue to
meet the following goals and objectives in each
county.
1.Provide school based behavioral health services
2.Provide dental health services
3.Review and update clinical protocols
4.Provide primary and specialty care through the
use of telemedicine and tele counseling services
through secure, HIPPA compliant modems
5.Develop
continue

an

effective

providing

our

sustainability
school

plan

based

to

health

services to children after June 30, 2021 when the

On a local level, here in

rural health no cost extension period ends.

Bleckley County we are off to

September 30, 2020 marked the end of the first

a great start as our numbers

quarter

and

our

evaluation

measures

were

submitted to our evaluator for analysis. The first
quarter report, which will include all counties, will
be available for review in just a few weeks.
Our clinical protocols have been reviewed and
updated in each county and we submitted and were

indicate the following results
since school beginning
August 10th :
School Nurses visits = 8,188

approved to receive a new $1.4 million dollar grant

Telemedicine visits primary care = 6

for FY21 to continue to sustain many of our

Dental Visits = 107

services including behavioral health, primary and
specialty care. This program was awarded under

Current Caseload school based

the US Department of Health and Human Services

Mental Health Therapist = 56

but at this time is unfunded in the current federal
budget.

We will be notified if funds are made

available in the signed federal budget.

We have

until June 30, 2021 for this to take place. With the
current political climate, it could certainly go either
way. We will be able to continue telemedicine,
dental and tele counseling without additional funds
but our school based mental health therapist
position will not be funded.

Tele counseling visits = 9
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MORE FROM MRS. REGINA SMITH .....

I would like to share two success stories
with you – First, our behavioral health
specialist, Tamiko Owens received her full
license as a LPC – Licensed Practical
Counselor this past summer. Tamiko does
a fantastic job as is evident by my second
short story to share ....
A student Tamiko has been serving for
some time now sent her a thank you note
for “always being there and believing in her”.
She goes on to say that is the reason she is
becoming “more successful at school and
in life because of having the opportunity to
work with someone as caring as Tamiko”.

Tamiko Owens
RHND
Mental Health Specialist
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WRAPPING UP ABSTINENCE
AND LIFE SKILL EDUCATION
AT BLECKLEY COUNTY HIGH!
Result: The students love it!
Abstinence Educator Laura Knox was awarded the
2020-2021 SRAE Continuation Grant, and she
began

delivering

content

to

9th

graders

on

September 3. Teaching at the high school was a
wild adventure during quarantines and the high
school's transition to an A/B schedule, but many
of her students stepped up to the challenge.
Abstinence & Youth Development curriculum
covers so much ground, and she was able to help
coach

her

students

to

understand

and

pay

attention to their GPA, learn about budgeting,
appropriately email teachers, set goals for the
future, and improve their communication skills to
be successful in life.

One of her students

remarked, "Why doesn't anybody else teach us this
kind of stuff? These are things you need to know
for your whole life!"

After completing 9th grade

curriculum at the end of September, Laura began

Laura Knox

teaching at the Middle School, where she will be

CIS/FC Abstinence Education

for 14 weeks. In the Youth Development side of

Coordinator

her program, Laura is working to reach her goal of
developing leaders in our local community. She is

BCMS/BCHS

working with Gretchen Tuck at BCMS to begin
leadership development enrichment activities with
the middle school 21st Century students. Laura is
also working with CTSO (Career & Technical
Student

Organizations)

at

BCHS

to

support

leadership development at the high school level,
including speaking to a group of CTSO students
on leadership development principles.

"Why doesn't anybody else

Serving:

teach us this kind of stuff?"

BCHS-66 students

~BCHS student

BCMS- 137- 7th graders
140- 8th graders
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I LOVE MY JOB!
As a veteran site coordinator, I can spot anxiety in students a mile
away! Middle school is filled with angst, uncertainty and unbelievable
peer pressure. Remember your middle school experience? I certainly
do..ugghh! You didn't want to wear the wrong shoes, hairstyle or
heaven forbid......not be able to open your locker! Even as an young
adult, I had reoccurring nightmares about not being able to open my
locker and missing class!
This year, I made a concerted effort to meet and greet new 6th
graders during their inaugural introduction to this milestone in life. I
continue to celebrate when a combination is memorized, work on
organization techniques and enjoy watching confidence beginning to
build . A little love goes a long way and I was very touched to find
these notes in my school mailbox this week from several 6th grade
students.

Gretchen Wilson-Tuck-CIS/FC

I found out one of my students was moving in a week. I began to
think about what resources we had on hand that could aid in the

Site Coordinator-BCMS

August-October 2020

transition. Then I remembered I had a little donated suitcase came

53 students on caseload

that had been sitting on my shelf for about 2 years and this situation

4 BCHS Mentors/Mentees

made it quite evident who the new owner was supposed to be!

4 BCMS Mentors/Mentees

Whoever donated it long ago surely had no idea what joy and

Health/Hygiene-40 students

comfort it would bring to this little child. I wouldn't have the ability to

Clothing-65 students

reach out to students in this way without your generous monetary or

School Supplies-135 students

tangible donations. We are quite blessed to have such an amazing
CIS/FC Board and community partners that believe in the
statement.... "whatever it takes" to help a child.
I am very grateful for the opportunity to serve students at Bleckley
County Middle School.

"You help a lot of people and
we love you for that."

"Thank you for always being
there for me. Without all your
supplies students wouldn't be
prepared for school when we
need something. Thank you
for all your help."

"You always make and made
my day with just a smile. You
taught me, if I'm ever feeling

"You are kind and you keep me

low or depressed that I can

company when I am opening my

rely on the notes you leave at

locker in the afternoon or the
morning."

my locker!"
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Our June-August
events have served
approximately 2, 500
families!

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY EVENTS
ARE A BLESSING FOR BLECKLEY
COUNTY!
A STATEMENT FROM MIDDLE GEORGIA
FOOD BANK:

When children need healthy meals in
Food Deserts with limited markets
and grocery stores, our team steps up
to the plate. A team of committed
volunteers and fast response team
members work tirelessly to respond
to the cry for food from children and
families. This program targets rural
areas and impoverished communities
with few food businesses and healthy
food distributors.
The Mobile Food Pantry distributes
healthy meals each month with enough
nutritional food for an entire family for
several days. MGCFB partners with
agencies in rural communities to
identify families who would benefit to
ensure those most in need obtain food.
The Mobile Food Pantry serves on
average 250 families at each mobile
pantry distribution. We have distributed
over 6,281,547 meals utilizing the
Mobile
Transportation
systems
to
families living in low income and
impoverished communities.
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BLECKLEY COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL NAMED NATIONAL SHOWCASE SCHOOL FOR CAPTURING KIDS HEART
Written by Mrs. Carla Thrower-Principal, BCMS

Capturing Kids Hearts is a national educational program developed by Flip Flippen.
The purpose of this program is to facilitate the success of students and teachers in
the classroom. All of our teachers and paraprofessionals have been trained by CKH
trainers on how to implement the program. This is BCMS's third year incorporating
the resources given to us by CKH. Last year, Bleckley County Middle School was
named a National Showcase School for CKH. We were one of two schools in Georgia
to receive this honor in the 2019-2020 school year.
"If you have a child's heart, you have a child's mind", a quote and belief of Flip
Flippen, founder of this program. There are several components that make up this
program. Administrators at BCMS made it mandatory that all teachers implement
four non negotiables in their classroom. The four non negotiables that are seen in
classrooms are....greeting students at the classroom door, a class social
ambassador, a social contract for each class period and a launch while leaving the
class. Teachers also have two days set aside in the week that gives students an
opportunity to share "something good". Another day is set aside for students to
share "worries and concerns". An allotted amount of time is designated for these
activities. Students are met at the classroom door by their teacher with a special
greeting every day, every period. As a visitor enters the classroom, he is greeted by
the class social ambassador for that day. The social ambassador will direct the
visitor to the classroom contract. The contract is developed by the students in that
particular class. They have listed words of how they would like to be treated at
school. (ex. respected, fair, mannerly, etc) If you agree to abide by the social
contract, then the person signs it. All members of the class have a part in creating
the contract. As the class period ends, the teachers give the students a thought
(Launch). It may be a quote, a song playing, something positive to ponder over,etc.
We are far from perfect, but administrators, teachers and paraprofessionals strive
each day to make all students feel loved, safe and respected while at BCMS. It is
with the tools offered through the CKH program that we work hard at connecting with
all students academically and emotionally.
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WANT TO VOLUNTEER TO PACK BOXES?

CALL PAM MOORE
AT 934-4300
or arrive on site at 9:00 AM

